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Who Could Sing for You?
Rethink Twenty-Year History
of Taipei Biennial (1996-2016)

LU Pei-Yi
(National Taipei University of

Education)

Taipei Biennial has been twenty years:
1996, six Taiwanese curators
co-curated “The Quest for Identity”.
Turning to Asia in 1998, Japanese
curator Funio NANJO created a show

in

“Site of Desire”, focusing on East
Asian rapid urban development. Since
2000, two-curator mechanism: one
international curator and one
Taiwanese curator co-working together
was used for five versions of TB

(2000-2010), entitling “Sky is the
Limit", “World Theatre”, “Do you
Believe Reality”, “Dirty Yoga’, “2008

Taipei Biennial”, and “2010 Taipel
Biennial”. After 2012, TB came back to
Single-Curator-Mechanism  but  was
dominated by curators from the West:
2012 by German curator Anselm
Franke, “Modern Monsters/ Death and

Life of Fiction™; 2014 by French
curator Nicolas Bourriaud, “The Great
Acceleration” and 2016 by French

curator Corinne Diseren, “Gestures and
archives of the present, genealogies of
the future: A new lexicon for the
biennial”.

[f the original mission of TB is to set
up its own stage and have its own
voice, could the twenty-year of TB
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deliver this promise or as 2004 TB
Taiwanese curator Amy Chang's
absence as a protest: local curator was
forced to step down from the same
stage and rather than the main singer,
become the warming singer’, even
lose the right to sing her own song.
On the stage of TB, our stage, why
could we not sing for our own? Is it
not allowed or not able to do so? In
this paper, I would review the history
of TB to evaluate the difference
between its original mission and later
development. I argue that invisible
self-colonialism might be the inner
hidden reason. On the one hand, one
might recall the Other to come and
help; on the other hand, after being
possessed, one forgets oneself. In this
situation of double absence, on one’s
own stage, still could not sing. The
crucial issue of this paper is on your
stage, who could sing for you?



